
Dear Dianne and Carol,

This is to acknowledge my receipt of the joint letter from William Vickrey and Steve 
Mayberg encouraging local collaboration with the courts in Prop
63 planning to ensure services for offenders who have mental illness.

I wanted to assure you that in San Francisco we are collaborating with the courts (a 
number of judges are involved), the sheriff's department, public defender's office, 
probation department, district attorney, providers of behavioral health services to people
with mental illness who are ending up in jail or getting arrested, and consumers and famly
members. in ensuring services for those who are ending up in the criminal justice system 
because of their mental illness.

We have started a Behavioral Health Court (Mental Health) in San Francisco about 1 1/2 
years ago.  We continued funding services for Mentally-Ill Offenders after the MIOCR grant
expired.  We formed a special Prop 63 planning sub-committee for Mentally Ill Offenders, 
with a broad composition of membership, to plan for services for this population under the
Mental Health Services Act, and the sub-committee is very active and collaborative in 
working together to identify and articulate the needs for this population.  San Francisco 
was also one of 4 jurisdictions in the nation that was recently selected by the MacArthur 
Foundation for an outcome study of our local Behavioral Health Court.

We are committed to this population, and have an excellent working relationship amongst 
all the local stakeholders involved in this population.

Sincerely,

Edwin Batongbacal, LCSW
Director, Adult/Older Adult Systems-of-Care San Francisco Community Behavioral Health 
Services 1380 Howard St., 5th floor San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 255-3446
PGR (415) 303-0116
FAX (415) 255-3567
edwin.batongbacal@sfdph.org






