	Transcript: Conditions in California’s Courthouses 

	[NARRATOR}

With over 8 million filings annually, California’s court system is the largest and busiest in the nation. 

The condition of our court facilities impacts their ability to function effectively, protect the safety of court users and staff, and ensure equal access.

	[NARRATOR] 

In 2001, the state Task Force on Court Facilities concluded a three-year evaluation of California’s 451 court buildings. 

Their findings revealed that while California has a number of well-designed and maintained courts, there is also a significant need for improvements to court buildings statewide.

	[NARRATOR]

In 2002, the state Legislature passed The Trial Court Facilities Act, which provides for the transfer of responsibility for trial court facilities from county to state governance, under the direction of the Judicial Council.  

	[NARRATOR] 
To manage this new responsibility, the state established the Office of Court Construction and Management in 2003.   

In 2004, the Judicial Council adopted the first Trial Court Five-Year Capital Outlay Plan, which prioritizes 201 projects statewide to improve trial court facilities through renovation, additions, and new construction. At least one project is proposed for each county. 

	[NARRATOR] 

According to task force findings, out-of-date building designs currently create obstacles to safety and security in California’s court buildings.  

	[NARRATOR]

In 41 percent of court facilities, in-custody defendants are brought to courtrooms by public hallways. This means witnesses, jurors, victims, and other court users cannot be separated from in-custody defendants. 

Mixed circulation has a particular impact in family law and gang-related cases, where emotions run high. Separating disputing parties in these cases can help create a safer environment. 

	[NARRATOR] 

Sixty-eight percent of California’s court facilities require improvements to their fire and life safety systems. And over half of all evaluated courthouses required seismic improvements to bring each building up to current safety standards. 
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	[NARRATOR] 

Upgrading court facilities would also help courts to perform their public function. For example, twenty-five percent of California courtrooms lack the space for a jury box, and courts often lack juror assembly rooms, forcing jurors to wait in public hallways. 

	[NARRATOR]

Many courts do not have adequate storage space for case files or evidence. 

	[NARRATOR]

In its Final Report, the task force predicted that ver the next 20 years, California will need 5.8 million square feet of additional court space over the next 20 years to properly serve its growing population.

	[NARRATOR]

The Judicial Council is investigating funding options to address the projects proposed by the state Task Force on Court Facilities, including a general obligation bond that - if approved - would provide funds for acquisition, construction and renovation of court facilities throughout California. 

 

The judicial branch is a cornerstone of our democracy, and well-designed and maintained court buildings help the courts function efficiently and safely. As venues for the fair resolution of disputes, these iconic buildings symbolize our government's strength and should permit the public to equally engage our judicial system.
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